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THE JUBILEE GARDEN PARTY 2012 
 

Saturday 2nd June, Drummond Place Gardens 
 

You are cordially invited to this special event in Drummond Place 
Gardens on Saturday 2nd June. 

 
There will be a children’s party from 3-5 pm, while the ‘senior’ 

celebration will be from 6-9 pm. 
 

In the case of inclement weather, the evening party will be held in 
Columba House, 16 Drummond Place, from 6 pm. 

THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION  
 

www.drummondplace.org 
 

NEWSLETTER 2011-2012 

THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION (DCA) 
 
DCA has several meetings each year and serves the interests of Drummond Place and its immediate 
environs. Major subjects include planning, traffic, environmental issues and The World Heritage Trust. 
One member also sits on the New Town and Broughton Community Council. Maidie Cahill until very 
recently sat on the Board of the World Heritage Trust.  
 
Local residents are most welcome to join the DCA and report concerns or voice opinions which the 
Committee will make plain to the powers- that-be. DCA celebrates an annual midsummer garden party 
and also holds social events to which all members and friends are warmly invited.  
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2011 ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 
We welcomed Euan Leitch of the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland 
(AHSS) as our guest speaker in the 
impressive Glasite Meeting Room in 
Barony Street. He reflected on the work of 
the AHSS and gave a personal appraisal of 
a diversity of listed and as yet unlisted 
buildings in and around Edinburgh which 
have come under the scrutiny of AHSS. 
Mr. Leitch has recently been translated to 
the Cockburn Association. 
 
We also welcomed Stephen Nisbet, newly 
of Drummond Place, as a member of the 
committee and were very pleased to 
welcome Gaby Holden back to the 
committee. After many years of much 
appreciated service, Hugh Olson stepped 
down as Treasurer. Alan Sutherland 
assumed that role, and Anna Girling has 
been elected Deputy Treasurer. 
 

John Ross Maclean 
 

MODERNISM IN THE WASTE LAND 
 

"Modernising Waste" is the Council's 
current, catchy name for their drive to 
install bin/skips throughout the New Town, 
indeed the whole World Heritage Site. 
This elegantly simplifies the earlier 
received version - "Modernising Waste 
Management" - but it plays down the 
brutality of the process, captured so well in 
the word Containerisation, which was their 
favourite term for many years.    
 
They are still containerisers at heart.  
 
Present policy was decided last November 
by a council committee following last 
year's trial of different methods: there 
should be bins/skips everywhere, although 
in "limited and exceptional circumstances" 

gull proof bags can be used instead. 
Unnoticed by anyone outside the 
bureaucracy, the Scottish Government had 
paved the way for this decision several 
years earlier by removing a requirement 
that forced the council to get planning 
permission for each installation, a big 
problem for the council during the "first 
Bin War" a decade back.  
 

 
 
Historic Scotland and the World Heritage 
Trust had jointly submitted their view to 
the committee as to which streets should 
get what, urging exemption for palace 
fronts and streets that follow the contours, 
as well as an "area-based approach" and 
the importance of consent. In principle, 
this is now council policy. In practice, 
from conversation with officials, it looks 
very like the plan is to go for bin/skips 
everywhere resistance is not actively 
encountered. Consultation is now taking 
place. 

 
Part of that consultation involved a 
meeting with residents' groups in Heriot 
Row in March, at which officials agreed to 
exempt London Street and Great King 
Street (because palace fronts), Drummond 
Place (too much traffic to place bin/ skips 
against garden railings), Northumberland 
Street, Nelson Street and Heriot Row. 
Their intention is containerise all other 
streets.  
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There is a catch, though, for the exempted 
streets. Black bin bags are no longer going 
to be distributed free of charge, and gull-
proof bags filled with Tesco bags and the 
like will be deemed not compliant and left 
unemptied. If compliance is not sufficient, 
even palace fronts that follow the contours 
and have deep resistance to bin/skips will 
get them anyway, or so it is implied. Our 
group and others have pledged to do what 
we can to improve compliance. And gull 
proof bags must not be left hanging on 
railings either. Enforcement procedures are 
being planned to deal with that problem. 
 
Compliance cuts both ways of course. 
Failure to empty bin/skips in Cumberland 
Street last week left the scene of chaos 
shown below: finding the skips full, people 
simply dumped bags beside them 
regardless, bags which were duly shredded 
by the gulls.  
 

 
 

If you want to comment - and please do 
because, to be fair to them, officials 
certainly take notice - email 
Kevin.Robertson@edinburgh.gov.uk 
  
Chris Collins 
Secretary  

EDINBURGH WORLD 
HERITAGE MOVES TO 

ACHESON HOUSE 
 

Edinburgh World Heritage has moved to 
new offices at Acheson House, at the heart 
of the Old Town. The move marks a new 
era for EWH and for Acheson House, 
which is also to become part of a new 
museum hub in the Old Town. 
 
Built in 1633 for Sir Archibald Acheson, 
Secretary of State for King Charles 1, the 
building has lain empty since 1991 when it 
was last used by the Scottish Crafts Centre.  
As a result Acheson House has been on the 
Buildings at Risk register since 2000. 
 
For the past 12 years EWH has been based 
at No.5 Charlotte Square, which has a 
connection with Acheson House through 
the 4th Marquess of Bute.   He was a 
conservation enthusiast who bought both 
properties in the early 20th century to 
restore them to their original condition. 
 
The interior has been repaired and fitted 
out with necessary services.  This has 
included new floors, plasterwork to walls 
and ceilings, refurbishment of windows 
and updating the electrical installations.  
EWH has also recently funded the repair of 
the roof, using traditional stone slates from 
a re-opened quarry in Angus. 
 
Adam Wilkinson, Director of EWH said 
“We are very excited to be establishing our 
new base in Acheson House, one of the 
most significant historic buildings in the 
Old Town.  It is inspiring to think that the 
building was saved by far-sighted 
conservationists in the 1930s, and it is a 
privilege to continue their work in ensuring 
that Edinburgh’s built heritage is preserved 
for future generations to enjoy.” 
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A hidden garden at the rear of Acheson 
House is set to be transformed with 
support from the EWH Climate Challenge 
project. The garden has lain neglected for 
many years, but will now be generated 
with the help of the Patrick Geddes 
Gardening Club, named after the 
influential town planner who believed in 
the importance of communal green spaces.  
The club has designed the layout of the 
garden and will be responsible for its 
maintenance. 
 
The new garden will take its inspiration 
from the seventeenth century examples 
which once lay at the rear of town houses 
in the Canongate.  The design will include 
herbs, vegetables and fruit trees, bordered 
with low hedging to create formal shapes.  
At the heart of the garden, footpaths will 
create a Scottish Saltire and an ornamental 
pond. Gardening classes will also be 
offered as part of the project, to encourage 
new members of the club and to help 
others to enhance their own corner of the 
Old Town. 
 
Maidie Cahill 
 
EDINBURGH BUS TOURS HAS 
LAUNCHED A NEW TOUR OF 
THE WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

 
The ‘Edinburgh World Heritage Official 
Tour’ offer visitors the opportunity to 
discover fascinating facts about historical 
events and people that have shaped 
Edinburgh’s iconic landmarks in and 
around the UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
of Edinburgh’s Old and New Towns 
including Drummond Place. 
 
This new tour, created in partnership with 
EWH, comes with multi-language 
commentary.  The low floor fleet, each 
with a designated wheelchair space, also 

houses a monitor downstairs with a 
précised version of the tour for the hearing 
impaired. 
 
Aboard an open-top tour bus, visitors 
depart from Waverley Bridge on a seven 
mile tour to take in a variety of 
breathtaking vistas and fascinating facts.  
Highlights include the Robert Adam-
designed Georgian House, Dean Bridge, 
the Dean Gallery, the neo-gothic 19th 
century St Mary’s Cathedral, and the facts 
surrounding Greyfriars Bobby. 
 
There is also the chance to hear about the 
educational and cultural significance of 
Fettes College, the Galleries and the High 
Kirk of St Giles’.  Enjoy a soldier’s eye 
view of the imposing Castle as you travel 
through the medieval Grassmarket. Adam 
Wilkinson added, “We are delighted to 
have worked with Edinburgh Bus Tours 
towards the launch of the Edinburgh World 
Heritage Official Tour.  We hope that this 
will encourage visitors to further explore 
the WHS, and discover some of its more 
hidden treasures.  The tour neatly 
encapsulates the key contrasts of the Old 
and New Towns, and will clearly show 
visitors why Edinburgh is such an 
important historic city.” 
 
MC 
 

NEW DIGITAL WALKING 
TOURS ENCOURAGE 

EVERYONE TO DISCOVER 
MORE OF THE WHS 

 
To celebrate this year’s World Heritage 
Day on 18 April, three new digital walking 
tours have been launched to help visitors 
and residents explore the nooks and 
crannies of Edinburgh’s WHS and some of 
the City’s exciting niche shopping areas. 
The three tours are part of the Edinburgh 
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World Heritage City iphone app, and cover 
areas of the city centre less familiar to 
tourists; Thistle Street, Broughton Street 
and the West end and West End Village. 
 
The tour of Thistle Street highlight’s its 
royal connections, and how the street once 
hosted an exhibition of Madam Tussaud’s 
waxworks.  In the West End and West End 
Village the tour takes in the grandeur of St 
Mary’s Cathedral as well as the cosy 
period charm of William Street.  In the 
Broughton Street tour visitors are invited 
to discover a contrast of gothic and 
classical architecture, including the 
stunning Mansfield Traquair Centre. 
 
Adam Wilkinson said “The app enables 
visitors to confidently explore the WHS, 
taking them to places they might easily 
miss.  It also adds greatly to their 
experience, enabling users to hear stories 
about past residents, to see what others 
have found interesting and leave their own 
comments.  This changes what is 
traditionally a passive activity, like simply 
reading a guidebook, into a much more 
engaging and interesting experience.” 
 
MC 
 
REVISED WHS MANAGEMENT 

PLAN LAUNCHED 
 
The plan has been developed by the City of 
Edinburgh Council, Historic Scotland and 
EWH, following an extensive public 
consultation process.   The plan identifies 
the Outstanding Universal Value that 
makes Edinburgh of global significance, 
and provides a framework for the 
conservation and enhancement of the site.   
Crucially it also brings together all the key 
interested partners under an agreed set of 
actions and priorities. 
 

The plan outlines key objectives for the 
next five years: 
• Understanding the WHS: increasing 

awareness and understanding of 
Edinburgh’s historic values for visitors, 
schools and residents. 

• Safeguarding the site: conserving the 
site through the grants of the 
Conservation Funding Programme, 
providing guidance, the restoration of 
monuments and the public realm and 
researching the effects of climate 
change on historic buildings. 

• The WHS as a sustainable capital city 
centre: enhancing the public realm of 
the WHS and ensuring a sustainable 
living community within the site. 

• The effective management of the site: 
broadening stakeholder engagement, 
and being a model for other World 
Heritage Sites and historic cities to 
follow. 

 
Adam Wilkinson said “The management 
plan is about maintaining the fine balance 
between the needs of the residents, the 
needs of visitors and the cultural and 
economic life of the city.  This is a 
tremendously difficult task, and we believe 
that the plan is a useful tool for 
understanding the different pressures on 
the WHS and steering the city’s energy 
towards maintaining this productive 
balance.  We look forward to working with 
our many colleagues, partners and 
community groups across the site and 
wider to make this happen.” 
 
MC 

DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 
 
Please take the time to visit our website. You can find 
out about the history of Drummond Place, purchase 
beautiful photographs and cards and be kept up-to-
date with the bulletin board. 
 

www.drummondplace.org 
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Edited by John Ross Maclean and Anna Girling.  

 
With thanks to all contributors. 

 

GAME, SET AND MATCH 
 
In the 2011 season, the men’s ‘A’ team at 
Drummond Lawn Tennis Club ascended to 
Division 2 of the prestigious East of 
Scotland League for only the second time 
in the long history of the club. One of the 
principal contributors to the club’s success 
was the remarkable youngest member, 14-
year old Alistair Stiven. Another major 
success is the work of Special Coach, 
Sophie Blake who provides specialised 
tuition for about 50 junior members of the 
club. This bodes well for the future. 
 
The adjoining ‘Giraffe’ garden, tended by 
the undersigned, had mixed fortunes. Due 
to frost, and possibly old age, the 
remaining of two huge rosemary shrubs 
succumbed, and unlike the stupendous 
cornucopia of 2012, the plum yielded 
barely an ashet of the luscious globes. 
However, in the glass house, the sauvignon 
vine provided a record bestowal of more 
than 50 bunches of grapes which would 
have delighted Caravaggio. 
 
JRM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE 
DRUMMOND PLACE GARDENS 

 
2011 was another fairly uneventful year for 
the garden. Although it is good to record 
the absence of any disastrous events, it is 
also sad to note that happier occasions 
such as the garden party were also wiped 
out by the dismal weather. The violent 
storm in May knocked down a large 
amount of deadwood and twigs but, as 
most of the larger trees had not yet come 
fully into leaf, did little serious damage. 
Straying slightly into the current year, it 
was a great relief that the even more 
violent storm at the beginning of January 
did hardly any damage at all. Despite the 
weather, slow but steady progress is being 
made in the long term task of reducing the 
predominance of holly in the border of the 
garden and replacing it with less invasive 
and more attractive shrubs and trees. 
 
Bill Giles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 2011-12 
 

Hon. Sec. Christopher Collins 
2, London Street, Tel. 466 5837 

 

Assistant Sec. Maidie Cahill 
2, Drummond Place Tel. 558 3096 

 

Hon. Treasurer Alan Sutherland 
36 Drummond Place Tel. 558 3096 

 

Assistant Treasurer Anna Girling 
15 Nelson Street Tel. 557 6067 

 
Gaby Holden, John Ross Maclean, Stephen Nisbet 

 

MERCHANDISE 
 

The DCA has a selection of notecards, with 
various images of Drummond Place (including 
some of those within these pages), along with 
Lettice Milne Rae's 'The Story of Drummond 
Place'.  These items will be on sale at the 
Garden Party, or contact any committee member 
for details. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Subscriptions were collected at the AGM - £5 
per household – and can also be paid at the 

Garden Party. 
 
Your support is invaluable for the work we do 
on behalf of our community, and of our precious 
oasis in the New Town’s eastern quarter. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To save printing costs and to reduce the amount 
of paper posted through your letterbox, it would 
be helpful if you could send your e-mail address 
to the Secretary, Chris Collins, at 
crc123@blueyonder.co.uk. 
 
If we have your e-mail address, we can also alert 
you to developments throughout the year. 


